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Vivekananda Street. Cooch Behar - T36101, West Bengal, India Vica-Chancellor
P, ; (03582) 220030, Tele-Fax : (03582) 224011

S E-mail : vci@cbpbu_.ac.in, debkumarmukherjee 1 @gmail.com

"-5.'—" debkumani@yahoo.com, Website : www.cbpbu.ac.in

@ Wﬂ'm BEHAR PHHEHHHHH BARMA [I]IWEBSITT Dy Debbumar ’ﬂarl-l’w;uuurq.uj

19" December, 2022

MESSAGE

It is of immense pleasure to learn that Tufanganj Mahavidyalaya is going to
publish a souvenir on the occasion of Golden Jubilee Celebration. The college
has always provided quality education to the aspiring students ever since its

inception.

| extend my good wishes to the students, the teachers and the staff of the
college and hope that the college will get great recognition in the future years
too.

(Debkumar Mukherjee)
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ALIPURDUAR UNIVERSITY

P.O. Alipurduar Court: Dist. Alipurduar: (W. B.): Pin— 736122

Prof.(Dr.) Mahendra Nath Roy, Phone: 03564 255046
Mohile: 094344 96154

st el F 034564 255046
z ax:
Vice Chancellor Alipurduar — 736 122
Awardee of One Time Grant from UGC 5
Prof. Suresh €. Ameta Award from 1§ West Bengal India
Bronze Medal fram CRSI E-maile:
and mahendraroyZ018@nbw.ac.in

mahendraroy2002@yahoo.co.in

Shiksha Rainz and Banga Ehushan from S i

the Government of West Bengal

Date: 16-12-2022

Exceedingly glad te learn that TUFANGANJ MAHAVIDYALAYA,
Tufanganj, Cooch Behar is going to publish a “SOUVENIR" on the cheering
occasion of “GOLDEN JUBILEE” of the Tufanganj Mahavidyalaya.

I anticipate that the Souvenir will certainly bestow every one of the
human resources with a possibility of opening up a newer frontier and
beginning a ground-breaking boundary encircled by the Students, Staff
Members, Faculty Members, Doctors, Engineers, Leaders, General People and
Social Workers and | wrge one and all to continue functioning with
enthusiasm and dedication keeping in mind with the mission and vision with
a view to enhancing innovative augmentations of the country.

I am honoured to get this opportunity to show my appreciation to all
associated with the Souvenir.

I hope the Souvenir a splendid accomplishment.
"’i_—: iy o .{_.ill} =t thrjﬂ _Ff.,).c'\?-

Professor ( Dr.) Mahendra MNath Roy, FRSC ( London)
Vice-Chancellor, Alipurduar University
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l:lllll:ll BEI'IH.II PHHI:HBHHH BARMA UNIVERSITY

I reet, Cooch Behar - T36101, al, India
B2) 230218, Ph. 8 03582) 23083 bpbu.ac.in

E-mail ; registran@cbpbu.ac.in, Wabsh W
Dr. Abduld Kader Safily

REGISTRAR

Date: 21.12.2022

MESSAGE

It is heartening that Tufanganj Mahavidyalaya is celebrating its Golden Jubilee and is publishing
one Souvenir on the occasion.

Golden Jubilee marks the momentous milestone in the evolution of any institution and calls for
celebration as well as deep introspection, On this historic juncture all concemed should - and 1 am
convinced will - sirive to reflect on the achievements of the college and collectively strive to take
it to higher and stellar excellence in the vear to come

Incidentally, I had the privilege to serve as faculty in the college for many years and [ appreciate
its mission and fervour in the context of rapidly changing facets of education in India.

ﬂ-éﬂ["wvt J“:\Q.d ey Lot f?
Registrar

Registrar
Caoch Behar Panrianan Berna Universiy
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Sri Avijit De fBﬁomeE Pulpwood Development Corporation
Director Pulpwood Development Corporation Lid. Aranya Bhawan, Block LA-10A, Sector-||| Salt Lake City

Kolkata, WB -700106

19th December,2022

MESSAGE

I convey my best wishes to the students, the teachers, the staff and non-
teaching staff of Tufanganj Mahavidyalaya on the occasion of its Golden
Jubilee celebrations.

I am sure that the College will continue to strive for imparting quality
education and allround development of students.

My best wishes for future endeavours.

O&ﬁm} e Badns K,

Avijit De Bhowmik
Director

Pulpwood Development Corporation Lid.

Res : No.2 Kalighat Road, NEAR Shakti Sangha Club, Coochbehar, Pin- 736101#Mob:9635774459
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INSTITUTIONAL BACKGROUND
Dr. Debashis Chatterjee

Principal,
Tufanganj Mahavidyalaya

Tufanganj Mahavidyalaya was established in 1971 in a placid and serene atmosphere
at Andaranfulbari in the Sub-Division of Tufanganj only 11.5 kms away from Indo-
Bangladesh border. The area is thickly populated by the people belonging to Scheduled
Caste, Scheduled Tribe, Minority and Other Backwdard Classes and surrounded on all three
sides by Assam and Bangladesh. Most of the learners are first generation learners and belong
mostly to the poor, agrarian community, socially backward and economically subdued.

Although the college was set up in 1971, the history of its foundation dated back to
1964, when a rich businessman of Tufanganj, named Shri Sarbananda Sarkar came up with a
donation of Rs. 60,000/- for establishing a college to be called after his own name. But for
various reasons the proposal did not mature and the hopes for establishing a college were
nipped in the bud. It was in 1967 that the then Sub-Divisional Officer, Amiya Kumar Mitra
convened an assembly with the educationists and distinguished persons at the Town Hall of
Tufanganj and a proposal was adopted for establishing a college at Tufanganj. A Steering
Committee was formed consisting of 54 members and for successful completion of setting
up a college. The College working committee was formed comprising 21 members. After
selection of'site or place for setting up a college at Andaranfulbari near Hirirdham by the side
of Tufanganj-Dhalpal road, the college working committee directed efforts to collect
donation. It was learnt from the Sub-Divisional Officer that the Cooch Behar Refugee
Service (presently Luthern World Service) was eager to extend financial assistace for setting
up a college on the condition that Agricultural Science and Technology would have to be
taught for the cause of the farmers. After a threadbare discussion with the Cooch Behar
Refugee Service on 17/12/1967 a decision was taken to establish a college named
‘Tufanganj College’ where Arts, Science and Agriculture would be taught.

Attempts wer then made to raise fund for construction of the College building. In the
meeting of the Working committee on 21/12/1967 a budget of Rs. 20,00000/- was prepared
of which the Cooch Behar Refugee Service would donate Rs. 15,00000/0 and Rs. 5,00000/-
would be collected from the distinguished persons and businessman of Tufanganj.
Afterward donations were collected and 19.86 acres of land were purchased at the cost of Rs.
52,956.84. The Cooch Behar Refugee Service prepared a Blue Print for a General Degree
College together with Agriculture Institute for training of the farmers and started
construction of the Main Building to be meant for Agricultural Institute, and not for General
Degree College. Considering the gravity of the situation it was hurriedly decided that the
college would be named Tufanganj College of Agriculture. In 1969 the then District
Magistrate Shri Bhaskar Ghosh laid the foundation stone of the college on 26th March at 4
p.m. and with this foundation were fullfilled the long-cherished dreams of the people of
Tufanganj for higher studies of their children.

Later on, the responsibility of the Farmer’s Training Centre was shifted to the
Department of Agriculture and as a result the name of the college as Tufanganj College and
Institute of Agriculture became meaningless. So, in the meeting of the College Working
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Committee on 10/2/1971 the college was re-named as Tufanganj College and decision was
adopted in the same meeting to move the University of North Bengal and Govt. of West
Bengal for necessary affiliation and approval. The Executive Council in its meeting on
4/5/71 decided to visit the college and inspection team came on 28/6/71 and was satisfied
with the goings on of the college. The University authority in its meeting on 28/8/71 decided
to move the Govt. for necessary approval and directed the college authority to raise rserved
fund of Rs. 45,000/-. The college working committe in its meeting on 17/11/71 found the
glimmer of hope and decided to start the college from 1971-72 academic session and
resolved to appoint one principal, seven professors, one Librarian, one Clerk, two Peons, ond
Night Guard and one Sweeper. Before appointment of Principal, Prof. Arun Kumar
Chakraborty joined the post of Lecturer in-charge. The college working committee in ints
meeting on 8/12/71 felt encouraged and determined the date for inauguration of the college.
Finally, on 23rd December in 1971 the college was inaugurated by the then District
Magistrate Shri B.B. Sharma and thus opened up new vista for prosecuting higher studies in
Tufangan;.

On the day after inauguration (i.e., 24/12/71) the Department of Higher Education,
Govt. of West Bengal, accorded permission vide its Memo No. 2264-Edn(CS) and the
University of North Bengal extended affiliation on 12/1/72 vide Memo No.- 145/R-72 and
introduced pre-University and B.A. Degree Courses in Bengali, English, Economics,
Political Science, History, Philosophy and Sanskrit. The academic journey of the college
started on 5th January, 1972 with 48 students of Pre-University and 38 student of B.A.
classes and it was in 1972 that the first Governing Body was formed with Shri Sudhendu
Sircar (S.D.O.) as the president (15/5/72). Efforts were then made to obtain UGC
Registration under sectiion 2(f) for development grant. So, the process was initiated to
prepare Memorandum. The Memorandum was approved by the University and as per the
Memorandum the college was reOnamed ‘Tufanganj Mahavidyalaya’ w.e.f. 10/7/75. The
college was registered in Registration Society Act on 10/11/75 and the University Grants
Commission enlisted the college under sectioin 2(f) on 3/1/77 vide memo no.- F, 8-
6876(c.p.) As aresult the college was entitled to get basic and developmental assistance from
U.G.C. and proposal was submitted for obtaining grants under the 5th five year plan.

Efforts were then made to motivate the students for social and benevolent works.
With this end in view NSS was introduced from the 1967-77 academic session and from
1979-80 the Boy’s’ NCC was introduced. Honours Courses in Political Science and B.Com
as General Course were introduced from 1981-82 sessions. From 1991-92 session was
introduced Girls’ NCC. Later on, affiliation was extended for introduction of Science as
General course from 1994-95 session and from 1995-96 were introduced Bengali Honours
and Sociology Honours Course. In 2005 affiliation was entended to English Honours Course
and was effective from 2005-06 academic session. In 2007 the college went in for 1st cycle
NAAC assessment. The NAAC peer team visited the college on 24/3/07,25/3/07 & 26/3/07
and accredited with B+ grade which bore testimony to the academic excellence of the college
in terms of the changing pattern of Higher Education in the sphere of globalization.

Later on, efforts wer made and several Honourse Courses were introduced in the
subsequent years as shown in the following table -

I —————— (\9)—



Academic Session
2005-06
2007-08
2008-09
2009-10
2012-13
2013-14
2014-15
2016-17

General Course

Mathematics
Physics
Education

A ISt ad =i

Honours Cours
English

Sanskrit, Zoology
Philosophy, Botany
Geography
Economics

Chemistry

In 2012 Cooch Behar Panchanan Barma University was established and the college
was affiliated to this University w.e.f. 30th July, 2015 vide Memo No.- CBPBU/164 dated
31/7/2015 read with Govt. Notification No.- 746-Edu(U)/1U(CB)-02/15 dated 30/7/2015.

In fine, the college authority from its very inception left no. stone unturned to
promote academic excellence and mete out quality education to the learners who hail mostly
from the SC/ ST/ OBC/ Minority Community and belongs to the poor, agrarian classes. The
college has at prsent three major buildings. Main Building, Library Building & Science
Building, two play grounds and five staff quarters. The first floor of the Science Building was
provided to Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya in 2006 and the Girls’ Hostel is now being used by
the student of NV for residential purpose.
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Tufanganj Mahavidyalaya

Members of the Governing Body

1.ShriAnanta Kr. Barma
- (Advocate) President
2. Dr. Debasish Chatterjee
- Principal & Secretary, Tufanganj Mahavidyalaya
3.8hri Chand Mohan Saha
- West Bengal State Council of Higher Education Nominee
4. Shri Pankaj Ghosh
- Govt. Nominee
5.Shri Jitendra Saha
- Govt. Nominee
6. Prof. Laltu Barman
- Member, University Nominee
7. Dr. Babli Roy
- Member, Teacher’s Representative
8. Prof. Tapas Barman
- Member, Teacher’s Representative
9. Sri Avijit Karmakar
- Member, NTS Representative
10. Shri Samir Das
- General Secretary, Students’ Union, Tufanganj Mahavidyalaya

I ————— (\19)—
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Tufanganj Mahavidyalaya

A ISt ad =i

List of Principal / Teacher-in-charge

Name

Shri Arun Kr. Chakraborty
Shri Santosh Kr. Saha

Dr. Pabitra Kr. Gupta

Shri Santosh Kr. Saha

Dr. Girija Sankar Roy

Shri Amal kr. Chakraborty
ShriAjay Kr Saha

Dr. Biplab Chakraborty
Shri Ajay Kr. Saha

Shri Sultan Lal Barman
Dr. Debashis Chatterjee

Designation

Teacher in-charge
Teacher in-charge
Principal
Teacher in-charge
Principal
Teacher in-charge
Teacher in-charge
Principal
Teacher in-charge
Teacher in-charge
Principal

Period of Service

3.12.71-8.1.72
9.1.72-14.5.72
15.5.72-30.9.82
1.10.82-13.9.84
14.9.84-13.9.85
14.9.85-4.2.92
5.2.92-31.8.92
1.9.92-31.3.02
1.4.02-10.10.02
11.10.02-6.1.05
7.1.05 - cont.

_(q)—



A< SISt 9 =afera
Tufanganj Mahavidyalaya

List of the General Secretary of the Students’ Union

SINo. Name Academic year

1. Shri Mrinal Kanti Sarkhen Ratan Saha 1972-73 & 74-75
2. Shri Debendra Nath Barma 1975-76 & 76-77
3. Shri Kumar Manikendra Narayan 1977-78

4. Shri Shyamal Ch. Das 1978-79

5. Shri Radhanakta Barman 1979-80

6. Student Union Conducted by Principal & Teachers

7. Shri Amjad Hossain 1981-82 &1982-83
8. Shri Pallab Bhowal 1983-84

9. Shri Subhash Das 1984-85

10. Shri Madan Banerjee 1985-86

I1. Shri Jagadish Laskar 1986-87

12. ShriAjoy Bagchi 1987-88

13. Shri Ramesh Das 1988-89 &1989-90
14. Shri Pradip Sarkar 1990-91

15. Shri Pradip Kr. Barma 1991-92

16. Shri Sankar Dey 1992-93

17. Shri Subasish Guha Roy 1994-95

18. Shri Tapan Sen 1995-96

19. Shri Dhananjoy Sarkar 1996-97

20. Shri Bibek Sarkar 1997-98

21. Shri Dhananjoy Sarkar 1998-99

22. Shri Paban Barman 1999-20 &2001-02
23. Shri Palash Ch. Sarkar 2002-03

24. Shri Dhanabindu Roy 2003-04

25. Shri Nirmalendu Sarkar 2004-05 &2005-06
26. Md. Manirul Haque 2006-07

217. Shri Sahadeb Sarkar 2007-08

28. Shri Prasenjit Roy Karmakar 2008-09

29. Mirajul Haque 2009-10

30. Shri Gobinda Adhikary 2010-11

31. Shri Tapas Barman 2010-11

32. Shri Ramkumar Rabidas 2011-12

33. Shri Tanu Sen 2012-13

34. Shri Tanu Sen 2013-14

35. Shri Shuvam Sarkar 2014-15

36. Shri Binoy Roy (CT) 2015-16

37. Rashidul Miah 2016-17

38. Shri Prodip Barman (CT) 2017-18

39. Shri Samir Das 2019-20 &2020-21
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Tufanganj Mahavidyalaya
List of Teaching Staff
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Tufanganj Mahavidyalaya

Core Committee of Golden Jubilee Committee

1.ShriAnanta Kumar Barma,
- President, Governing Body
2. Dr. Debashis Chatterjee,
- Principal, Tufanganj Mahavidyalaya (Convenor)
3. Prof. Sultan Lal Rahaman,
- Asso. Prof. in Pol. Sc., Member, G.B.
4. Dr. Sulekha Pandit,
- Asso. Professor, Bengali.
5. Prof. Dwijendra Nath Singha,
- Asstt. Prof. in Bengali
6. Dr. Sidhartha Sarkar Laha,
- Asstt. Prof. in Economics
7.Shri Brajadulal Paul,
- Ex Head Clerk of Tufanganj Mahavidyalaya
8.ShriSantosh Saha,
-SACT in Sociology
9. Shri Biswajit Talukder,
- Head Clerk
10. Late Dolendra Barman,
- Member G.B. (Expired on 27-8-21)
11. Shri Samir Das
- G.S. Students’ Union, Tufanganj Mahavidyalaya

FINANCE COMMITTEE -

1. Prof. Sultan Lal Rahaman - Convener

2. Dr. Sirdhartha Sankar Laha - Member

3. Prof. Dwijendra Nath Singha - Member
4. Shri Santosh Saha - Member

5. Shri Biswajit Talikder - Cashier

6. Shri Dinabandhu Sarkar - Asstt. Cashier
7. Shri Apurba Saha - Member

8. Shri Dalendra Barman - Member

9. Shri Samir Das - Member

10. Shri Biswajit Bose - Member
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SOUVENIR COMMITTEE -

1. Dr. Sulekha Pandit - Joint Convener

2. Prof. Dwijendra Nath Singha - Joint Convener
3. Dr. Amal Mandal - Member

4. Prof. Ankita Mukherjee - Member

5. Dr. Sidhartha Sankar Laha - Member

6. Prof. Tuhin Sanyal - Member

7. Prof. Tapas Barman - Member

8. Prof. Sebanti Roy Choudhury - Member
9. Shri Sagar Sherpa - Member

10. Smt. Jharna Modak - Member

11. Shri Anup Kumar Barman - Member
12. Shri Manas Dey - Member

13. Shri Sarojit Rava - Member

14. Shri Tapas Karjee - Member

15. Shri Brajadulal Paul - Member

16. Shri Charitra Debnath - Member

17. Smt. Payel Saha - Member

18. Shri Dipankar Chakraborty - Member
19. Shri Pratik Sarkar - Member

20. Shri Sukamal Barman - Member

21. Shri Sisir Das - Member

22. Shri Samir Das - Member

CULTURALCOMMITTEE -

1. Dr. Sulekha Pandit - Joint Convener

2. Prof. Ankita Mukherjee - Joint Convener

3. Prof. Dwijendra Nath Sigha - Member

4. Shri Swapan Dey - P.O., N.S.S. Unit-I - Member

5. Prof. Tapas Barman - P.O.,N.S.S. Unit-I1 - Member

6. Prof. Bhupen Barman - N.C.C. Officer (Boys) - Member
7. Prof. Sayoni Biswas - N.C.C. Officer (Girls) - Member
8. Shri Debasish Kumar Mitra - Member

9. Shri Prasanta Paul - Member

10. Smt. Susmita Kar - Member

11. Shri Surojit Barman - Member

12. Gulshan Shamrin Rahaman - Member

13. Smt. Jharna Barma - Member
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14. Shri Kamal Debnath - Member

15. Shri Tarini Kanta Sarkar - Member
16. Shri Pradip Sarkar - Member

17. Shri Sanjoy Barma - Member

18. Shri Anupam Chatterjee - Member
19. Shri Nitai Chandra Das - Member
20. Smt. Maya Rani Pandit - Memeer
21. Shri Bishnu Roy Singha - Membe
22. Shri Samir Das - Member

23. Sasanka Sekhar Ganguly - Member

ALUMNI COMMITTEE -

1. Prof. Dwijendra Nath Singha - Joint Convener
2. Prof. Biswajit Adhikary - Joint Convener
3. Shri Santosh Saha - Member

4. Shri Ashok Sarkar - Member

5. Shri Swapan Dey - Member

6. Smt. Papiya Sen - Member

7. Smt. Laxmi Bhattacharya - Member

8. Shri Sunil Chandra Das - Member

9. Smt. Jharna Modak - Member

10. Shri Biswajit Talukder - Member

11. Shri Apurba Saha - Member

12. Shri Pradip Sarkar - Member

13. Shri Pradip Barman - Member

14. Shri Mangal Rava - Member

15.Md. Omar Ali - Member

16. Shri Kamal Debnath - Member

17. Shri Ganesh Sarkar - Member

18. Shri Dinabandhu Sarkar - Member
19. Shri Avijit Karmakar - Member

20. Shri Sisir Das - Member

21. Smt. Tarulata Das - Member

22. Shri Dipankar Chakraborty - Member
23. Shri Pratik Sarkar - Member

24. Shri Anupam Chatterjee - Member
25. Mirajul Haque - Member

26. Shri Sanjib Mandal - Member

27. Shri Subrata Barman - Member

28. Shri Samir Das - Member
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RECEPTION COMMITTEE -

1. Dr. Debashis Chatterjee

- Principal & Secretary,

Golden Jubilee Celebration Committee - Member

2. Prof. Sultan Lal Rahaman - Joint Convener
3. Dr. Debashis Das - Member
4. Prof. Abhisek Saha - Member
5. Dr. Sanghamitra Chowdhury - Member
6. Dr. Babli Roy - Member
7. Prof. Somnath Kundu - Member
8. Prof. Shibu Barman - Member
9. Prof. Kashi Kanta Barman - Member
10. Prof. Deshbandhu Barman - Member
11. Shri Prasanta Paul - Member
12. Saha Salim Rahaman - Member
13. Shri Amardip Roy - Member
14. Smt. Nikita Ghosh - Member
15. Smt. Jharna Barma - Member
16. Mirajul Haque - Member
17. Smt. Maya Rani Pandit - Member
18. Shri Samir Das - Member

REFRESHMENT COMMITTEE -

1. Shri Ashok Sarkar - Convener

2. Dr. Sangita Raha - Member

3. Prof. Narayan Sutradhar - Member
4. Shri Madhu Mangal Saha - Member
5.Abul Kalam Azad - Member

6. Shri Chhotelal Bansfore - Member
7. Shri Swapan Kumar Rava - Member
8. Shri Nanda Dulal Das - Member

9. Shri Dalendra Barman - Member
10. Smt. Tarulata Das - Member

11. Shri Subrata Barman - Member

12. Shri Swapan Sarkar - Member

13. Shri Samir Das - Member
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GOLDEN JUBILEE SEMINAR COMMITTEE -

1. Dr. Amal Mandal - Join Convener

2. Dr. Sidhartha Sankar Laha - Joint Convene
3. Dr. Debashis Das - Member

4. Prof. Abhisek Saha- Member

5. Dr. Babli Roy - Member

6. Dr. Sangita Raha - Member

7. Prof. Susna Subha - Member

8. Prof. Deshbandhu Barman - Member
9. Prof. Narayan Sutradhar - Member
10. Prof. Hedayet Ulla Miah - Member
11. Prof. Somnath Kundu - Member

12. Prof. Aharul Haque - Member

13. Prof. Sumana Soren - Member

14. Prof. Biswajit Bose - Member

15. Shri Nirmal Dewry - Member

16. Smt. Nivedita Chakraborty - Member
17. Smt. Rajasree Barma - Member

18. Smt. Susmita Adhikary - Member
19. Smt. Sudipta Bhowmik - Member
20. Shri Mukhesh Pradhan - Member
21. Shri Samiran Saha - Mendal

22. Shri Dibyedu Dey - Member

23. Shri Sanjib Madal - Member

24. Shri Samir Das - Member
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TRYST WITH OLIVES

Lieutenant Sayoni Biswas
ANO, 7 Bengal NCC Girls Battalion
Tufanganj Mahavidyalaya Unit

My life as a small girl was around my near and dear ones in the folds of the Dooars,
the alluvial flood plains, in the eastern-northeastern India, that lie south of the outer foothills
of the Himalayas and north of the Brahmaputra river basin. Never in my dreams, I would
have imagined myself to be in the world of Olives. The journey began when I joined
Tufanganj Mahavidyalaya, as an assistant professor in Sociology.

(With a smile), I still remember, two years back, it was the annual meeting at the
institution, where I teach. And suddenly, Principal Sir announced my name, as the Care
Taking Officer, who would take charge of the concerned unit for girls, at the college, which
serves my bread.

Then, I was reluctant, hesitant, nervous and most importantly, [ was ignornat about
this OLIVE GREEN WORLD. I didn’t know where to begin from and how to deal with the
cadets. A few queries were haunting me. Of which, one such query was, ‘will the cadets
accept me?’ (SIGH !!!) And today, resting on my chair, as I sit back to pen down my journey
in this world, I smile and say to myself, Where do I begin from?’

Well, let me share, my three months journey in officers Training Academy, Gwalior.
Prior to three months journey, I had an interest in NCC and carried lay man’s knowledge,.
Basically, I was akind of ignorant about this OLIVE GREEN Society.

But journey to OTA, Gwalior for three months, gave me a different perspective about
National Cadet Corps, It was, 15th of December, 2019, when I stepped in the world of
defence and for the first time, I realized that a single wall and a giant gate segregated us, from
the civil world. Initially, it was really tough. But gradually, this tough journey happened to be
a part of my life. I was gradually getting accustomed to the daily chores and activities and
was gradually embracing it, out of love. This would not have been possible, if I didn’t have
some loving roommates, a fatherly Commanding Officer and strict but caring trainers.

OTA, made me realize a lot what I didn’t think of or realize was about thirty years.
Today, when I delve into the memories of OTA, Gwalior, I realize as a person, it has changed
me a lot. I have realized, the essence of team spirit. The feel of putting on the team’s jersey
and playing for your team, is an inexplicable feeling. The grief when the team loses, because
of you. The joy, when the team wins because of you. Cheering up for your team. Fun and
frolic with your room mates and most importantly, the realization, that the entire building,
which happened to be our abode, hend 144 of us, from different corners of our metherland,
will give one goose bumps.

Ninety days, have really played a pivotal role in my life. It has given me all such
experiences, which I count not even dream of experiencing it, in all these years. From getting
washed out on the first day of shooting to scoring 36 out of fifty, on the final day, performing
dance to a tune, whose language is Greek to me, never matttered, it was a mixed feeling.
Pitching tent that too in silence, spending a night in teh tents pitched by the trainees, going
out for a trekking. All these experiences, | would not have had, had I not been there.

Moreover, the phrase, ‘UNITY IN DIVERSITY’ what actually means, is what, I
understood in my ninety days training of OTA, Gwalior. It was here, 144 of us, from different
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culture, communities, in precise, from every nook and corner of India, got united and
performed the same activities everyday. The fun of preparing cuisines togethe in one kitchen,
and having ethnic dishes from different part of the nation in one plate is a lifetime experience.
Had Inot been a trainee at OTA, Gwalior, I would have missed the opportunity of visiting the
air force station, Gwalior and most importantly, would miss witnessing the Mirage 2000
Squadrons. Very few rather, the lucky ones get such an opportunity. Yes, all the experience
have been possible, because of OTA.

Apart from such, beautiful moments and experiences, National Cadet Corps has
given me a different identity, a unirorm, which the only fortunate ones get to drape, the rank,
LIEUTENANT’ which was beyond my thinking. And, yes, the most important of all, my
loving and supportive cadets, without whom, my identity as an Associate NCC Officer
would be immaterial, NCC has taught me the real meaning of UNITY and DISCIPLINE, the
motto of NCC.

Today, when I compare CTO Sayoni Biswas to ANO Lt. Sayoni Biswas, I can very
well diferentiate between the two. The later one is far more confident, she can speak for
herself today with boldness and confidence. She no longer considers hereself, as a being,
carrying Layman’s knowledge about NCC.

In a nutshell, I can only say, every student must be encouraged to be a part of NCC. It
not only helps one to grow as a better human being but also gives one an opportunity to serve
her society. Every parent must be made aware about such an organization. If in two yers, [ can
feel the difference in me, in terms of confidence, responsibility, commitment, patriotism ;
then I am sure every child if encouraged and given an opportunity to be a part of NCC and if
properly guided, and encouraged in different activities and coluntary services of the society
will surely turn out to be a responsible, smart, committed and confident citizen.

Today, as an ANO, I have taken the responsibility of constantly encouraging my
cadets in every possible way so that, they can achieve their targets to some extent if not fully.
I am a proud ANO of my eligible and respobsible cadets who have started to learn the art of
flying with different colours. One of my training officers said, ‘YOUR IDENTITY AS AN
ANO MATTERS AS LONG AS YOU HAVE CADETS BEHIND YOU. THOSE STARS
ON YOUR BOTH SHOULDERS WILL HAVE VALUE, ONLY IF YOU CAN ENRICH
AND ENCOURAGE YOUR CADETS WITH KNOWLEDGE.’
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“Our house is on fire. I want you to panic”- Greta Thunberg.
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“I want to feel safe. How can I feel safe when I know we are in the greatest crisis in
human history ?”
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“You have stolen my dreams and my childhood with your empty words. Yet |
am one of the lucky ones. People are suflering, people are dying, entire ecosystems
are collapsing. We are in the beginning of a mass extirction, and all you can talk about
is money and fairy tales of etemal economic growth. How dare you!”
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